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Abstract: Objectives: To assess the impact of ABA on disease activity and functional status in
patients with different duration of RA.
Materials and methods: 85 patients (pts) with early (less than three years, 51%) and LS (more
than three years, 49%) RA were enrolled in the study. Most of them were females (48,8 ±13,5
years) with high disease activity (DAS28=5,25±1,15), RF-positive (76,7%) and ACPA-positive
(73,1%). ABA (10 mg/kg) was administered intravenously following the adult intravenous
dosing regimen. Disease activity was assessed by DAS28, functional status by HAQ-DI and
results by EULAR criteria every 12 weeks.
Results: Pts had high disease activity by DAS28 (ERA DAS28 - 5,1 ± 0,9, LS RA - 5,3) and
mild disability by HAQ-DI (ERA - 1,3±0,6, LS RA - 1,6±0,9) before treatment. Good and
moderate response by EULAR criteria was achieved in 80% in the group of ERA and in 67%
of pts with LS RA (p <0.05) after 3 months of therapy. There was no significant difference in
achieving good EULAR response between two groups after 6 months of therapy (43,75% ERA; 38,4% - LS RA). The number of non-responders was similar after 3 months (ERA – 20%,
LS RA – 31,4%) and 6 months (ERA – 18,7%, LS RA – 19,2%). After 3 months and 6 months
the improvement of HAQ-DI in ERA group was significantly higher, than in LS RA group (p
<0.05). 28 adverse events (AE) in 17 (20%) pts were registered.
Conclusion: ABA has shown significant improvement in reduction of disease activity and
improvement in functional status in pts with RA. No significant difference was seen between
the groups of ERA and LS RA by EULAR criteria. However, pts in ERA group had significant
improvement of HAQ-DI comparing with LS RA group.
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